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Introduction  
 
GSK Australia welcomes the invitation to comment on the Health Technology Assessment (HTA) Policy and 

Methods Review Options Paper (the Paper). The Review and its extensive consultation process are critical to 

delivering timely access to innovative medicines and vaccines for Australian patients. However, the Options 

proposed in this paper do not currently maximise this opportunity to bring the health system into the 21st century and 

improve HTA for the betterment of Australian patients.  

A patient representative attending the HTA Review Consultation 2 workshop on 13 February 2024 commented on 

the Paper saying it was focused on saving money and not saving lives. 

Australian patients must be at the centre of any reform.  

GSK supports the Paper’s intent, however the Options proposed do not go far enough to deliver on the objective of 

the Review or for Australians. The Paper also does not reflect the Government’s broader vision set out in the 

National Medicines Policy: “To achieve the world’s best health, social and economic outcomes for all Australians 

through a highly supportive medicines policy environment”.1  

GSK recognises there needs to be a balance between robust systems that ensure quality, safety, patient and 

community benefit, and manage expenditure. Getting this balance right is essential to ensuring Australians have 

access to the medicines and vaccines they need, encouraging innovation and ensuring the sustainability of the 

health system. The HTA Review provides an avenue to find that balance and embed recognition that healthcare is 

an investment. 

As a global leader in preventative medicine, vaccine development and supplier of the National Immunisation 

Program (NIP), we have focused our submission on areas of our experience. In addition to completing the survey, 

we have provided comments on key Options. 

As detailed in GSK’s submission to Consultation 1, we continue to call for greater recognition of healthcare as an 

investment through: 

• Implementing the Pharmaceutical Benefits Advisory Committee (PBAC) recommendation of lowering the 

discount rate to a maximum of 3.5% immediately and considering the feasibility of lower discount rates 

• Applying the same “willingness to pay” for lives saved through prevention as for therapeutic medicines 

• Improving early and equitable access to innovative medicines and vaccines for all Australian patients 

• Ensuring Australia is regarded as a ‘first launch’ country for innovations such as precision medicine  

• Supporting patient-centredness by ensuring PBAC decision making reflects all value elements relevant to 
patients and society. 
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In addition, we are striving to drive positive change across our value chain, from our service providers and 
contractors to contract manufacturers and suppliers. We will also look to include eco-design considerations into 
products and packaging for sustainability, while maintaining high quality and safety standards.  
 
Consideration of environmental impacts in the HTA environment will further encourage innovation and support 
patient access to better medicines and vaccines. 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
GSK Australia recognises the importance of the HTA system and this Review in ensuring timely access to innovative 

medicines and vaccines for Australian patients, now and into the future. We ask that Options proposed in the Review 

reflect this importance. The Review has an opportunity to modernise Australia’s HTA system and improve processes 

for the betterment of Australian patients. 

It is clear the Review has consulted broadly and the Paper does capture current challenges and strengths within the 

system. However, the Options proposed do not reflect this understanding and will not deliver on the Review’s 

objectives.  

GSK recognises there must be balance between robust systems that ensure quality, safety, patient and community 

benefit, and expenditure. The HTA Review provides an avenue to get this balance right. Embedding the value of 

investment in medicines and vaccines within the HTA system will result in better access for Australians, encourage 

innovation and support the ongoing sustainability of the health system. 

In addition to providing the views of GSK Australia via the survey, this submission includes comments on highly 

important Options that we are best positioned to provide insights into. We also want to take this opportunity to 

highlight the critical importance of continued engagement with Australian patients and consumers. It is Australian 

patients and consumers who must be at the centre of the Review and any Options implemented. 

GSK Australia will continue to advocate for greater recognition that healthcare is an investment in the community 

and economy. 

 
 
 
 
 

About GSK 

GSK is a biopharma company with the ambition and purpose to unite science, technology, and talent to get 
ahead of disease together. We aim to impact the health of 2.5 billion people over the next 10 years. At the centre 
of this is our R&D focus on the science of the immune system, human genetics and advanced technologies, and 
our world leading capabilities in vaccine and medicines development. In Australia, we offer a broad portfolio of 
innovative and established vaccines and medicines in respiratory disease, HIV, and oncology. Our vaccines have 
been at the heart of the Australian National Immunisation Program from the time it began, helping to protect 
infants and children from multiple serious diseases. Beyond childhood, our vaccines help to protect Australians 
throughout life whether at home or travelling overseas. Across the country, we employ approximately 500 
Australians in many areas of expertise from graduates to senior managers. We have committed to accelerate our 
progress on inclusion and diversity and seek to make a meaningful and lasting contribution to reconciliation in 
Australia. We have ambitious environmental sustainability goals in both climate and nature: aiming to have a net 
zero impact on climate and a net positive impact on nature by 2030. 

For further information please visit au.gsk.com. 
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