




 

 
 

OPPORTUNITY 

Australia has the ability to become world leaders in enveloping and providing access to disruptive 
technologies.  From the evaluation of emerging therapies, embracing opportunities in AI, machine learning, 
industry and employment, sovereignty in capabilities, research, models of delivery, equitable access and a 
systems-wide approach. 

However, this is a complex task that requires not only substantial resources but also a field of vision beyond 
the remit of just one Government department, regulatory body, industry representative or clinician. 

Although we recognise that an Horizon Gazing Unit is likely to be established, we believe that an independent  
Innovation Evaluation Unit/Taskforce would be able to provide substantial ongoing, regular independent 
advice. Moreover, such a body could also examine important related issues beyond horizon scanning, 
including innovative funding models, opportunities for industry, investment, research and models of 
delivery 

Australia needs an expert Innovation Unit that: 

Þ Evaluates clinical efficacy of treatments and reports data to regulatory bodies (not attempting to 
replicate, but rather inform, the health economic evaluations of the PBAC/MSAC) ; 

Þ Explores innovative funding models and thinks beyond reimbursement; 
Þ Provides real world data to Government departments and regulatory bodies;  
Þ Provides real-time advice on industry, investment and research opportunities and priorities; 
Þ Advises on models of delivery; 
Þ Assesses impacts of emerging health technologies and monetary impacts beyond reimbursement; 

and 

Þ Brings together a leading panel of experts, managing stakeholder relations. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The need for a new Innovation and Reform agency has been identified to drive a reform agenda, financed 
through an Innovation Funding Pathway.  Key to this success will be independence, credibility, yet capable of 
regular government engagement.  In addition, the scope of the Unit needs to commence with a focus on 
cancer immunotherapies and then progress to encompass a broader remit for other complex health 
technologies. 

We propose the establishment of the: 

Þ Innovation Evaluation Unit/Taskforce  
o Focused specifically on health technologies. 
o Completely independent. 
o Conducts research and data analysis on new and emerging technologies. 






